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Forward 

The International Workshop on Water Waves and Floating Bodies is an annual meeting of engineers and 
scientists with a particular interest in water waves and their effects on floating and submerged bodies. The 
Workshop was initiated by Professor D. V. Evans (University of Bristol) and Professor J. N. Newman 
(MIT) following informal meetings between their research groups in 1984. First intended to promote 
communications between workers in the UK and the USA, the interest and participation quickly spread to 
include researchers from many other countries. In the organization and conduct of the Workshop, 
particular emphasis is given to the participation of younger researchers, interdisciplinary discussion 
between engineers and scientists, and the presentation of preliminary work before it is published 
elsewhere. 

Since its inception, the Workshop has grown from strength to strength and annually brings together 
marine hydrodynamicists, naval architects, offshore and arctic engineers and other scientists and 
mathematicians, to discuss current research and practical problems. Attendance is restricted to the authors 
of submitted extended abstracts that are reviewed for acceptance by a small committee. The Proceedings 
of each Workshop include Introductions with background information, copies of the extended abstracts, 
and recorded discussions. The proceedings of the previous workshops are available online at 
www.iwwwfb.org  
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hours a day are during flights westwards and a Sunday in October when time shifts from daylight saving 
to normal. 

I have had the pleasure of being Odd’s colleague for more than 30 years. I have learned a lot from 
him, not only on hydrodynamics but also about all aspects of academic work and the role of universities 
in an international world. I know him as a generous person that always has time for a question and that 
always will give from his rich experience and wisdom. I have heard numerous stories about academic 
competition, but Odd is an extraordinary example of academic cooperation. It is a good decision to 
dedicate the 26th International Workshop on Water Waves and Floating Bodies to Odd Faltinsen. 
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for a wider range of impact angles than the classical Wagner method and recognized as valuable practical 
engineering tool, other important outcomes have been Boundary Element Methods for slamming and 
water entry of 2D ship cross-sections and their application within the high-speed nonlinear 2D+1/2 
theory; his close cooperation with Prof. Alexander N. Timokha on sloshing problems produced for 
instance the multimodal method, an efficient and valuable semi-analytical method for analysing 2D and 
3D sloshing induced loads on ship tanks for a wide range of filling depths.   

Concerning his international acknowledgement: As a result of his profound experience in the marine 
field, he has been member of 5 International Towing Tank Conferences (ITTC) committees, including 2 
as chairman, and 3 International Ship Structure Committees (ISSC). More impressively, he has been 
named the 15th George Weiblum lecturer (1992-1993) and he is member of the Norwegian Academy for 
Technical Sciences, Norwegian Academy of Science and Letters, The Royal Norwegian Society of 
Sciences and Letters, foreign associate of the National Academy of Engineering of the United States of 
America and foreign member of the Chinese Academy of Engineering.  

A person like him that has written forever his signature in the marine field can easily make the others 
feel uneasy. So you can imagine how I felt the first time I met him, also scared in such a north country. 
But all these feelings lasted for a very short time. He and Norway opened so many opportunities for my 
Life that I will never be able to thank them enough. 

He is a wonderful teacher. It is thanks to his easy and clear way of communicating if, despite my 
little knowledge of English, I was able to get the highest grade in Hydro I, well known as one of the most 
important and difficult exams in our PhD program. He is a great supervisor. He patiently listened to my 
presentations before conferences to help improving my English and performance, carefully corrected my 
papers and thesis, and above all shared my studies and research. I have a beautiful memory of him 
checking with me the probes to use for the water-on-deck experiments, filling a sink with water and then 
pushing back and forth the probe. He supported me during and after my PhD and I have never finished 
learning from him. As he likes to tell me, I need to have his every-day preach. I’m just one of his 
‘children’ and I can guarantee that every single of his students shares my gratitude, my closeness and my 
affection to him. 

He is a true friend. I received from him so many suggestions for my Life that I could easily make a 
book by simply listing them.  It is amazing to find in him so many qualities: his deep honesty, his 
modesty, his respect for the people, his care. Once in Rome I sang for him and Bente, his wife, but I never 
wrote poetry for him. Now, in connection with such a culture heart as Greece, I must try at least to use the 
poetry to tell a bit about him. I hope he likes the thoughts if not the words.     

 
 
“Special recipe for a unique mind... 
  baby’s eyes, to be curious of the World, 
  Viking spirit, to disclose firmly the doubts, 
  open ocean, to embrace novel starts… 
  ingredients rare mixed together, 
  softly spiced with modesty and heart…” 
 
With affection, marilena… 
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